
Ms. Nieto

Welcome to First Grade!



About Ms. Nieto

● Originally from Southern California
● B.A. from UIW
● M.A. from UTSA
● 6th year teaching
● Previously taught fourth grade



About Ms. McCullough

● Born and raised in San Antonio
● B.A. from UTSA
● M.A. from UTSA
● 8th year of teaching
● Previously taught 2nd, 4th 

and 5th grades



Flexible Seating
Children fidgeted more when a task required them to store and process 

information rather than just hold it. This is why students are often restless 
while doing math or reading, but not while watching a movie. 

(Dr. Mark Rapport, 2008)



Curriculum
● Based on Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)
● Reading
● Language Arts

● Writing, Phonics, Handwriting

● Math
● Science/Social Studies
● Discovery Time

● PE, Music, Computer Lab, Art



Grading
● Daily grades and attendance will be available on HAC
● Children will be graded on:

○ Daily Work
○ Special Projects
○ Assessments
○ Citizenship

http://hac.nisd.net


Grading Policy
Grades are based on student progress of the Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills (TEKS).









Arrival
● No earlier than 7:00 a.m.

○ If students arrive before 7:30 they will sit in the 
first grade hallway.

● No later than 7:45 a.m. in the classroom
● After 7:45 a.m. = Tardy 
● After 8:00 office = Tardy slip
● After 9:00 a.m. = Absence



Absences
● Note needed upon return from absence to include:

- Date of note

- Name of child

- Date of absence or Tardy

- Specific Reason

- Parent Signature

-Child’s ID Number

● Only the office can change UA to EA



Absence Form



School and Home Communication

● Daily Folder – Please Initial Daily
● Mid-quarter Signed Progress Reports
● Conferences
● Classroom Newsletter
● Student work
● Email



Daily Folder

● Behavior chart will be coming home 
starting next week. (9/9)

● Sign and return daily!
● Keep daily work at home
● Words to Know & Math Chart
● Please check this as it is a form of 

communication!



ClassTag
● Announcements
● Messages
● Newsletters
● Photos
● Volunteers for events
● Donations for events
● Sign up for parent-teacher conferences
● Notes were sent home today.
● TRIAL BASIS, please be patient with me!



Student Expectations
● Homework
● Memorization of Math Facts and Sight 

Words
● Daily Independent Reading
● Exemplary Behavior
● Organization
● Be Proactive



Behavior
Student behavior will be monitored daily in and out of the classroom (lunch, 
hallway, recess, specials, etc).

Please check in on your student by:

● Checking the daily folder
● Teacher communication
● Specialists communication

There is a Scarborough protocol that is followed (what qualifies a write-up and next 
steps)

Please remember that all information about other children is confidential and 
cannot be shared.
● E: 0-2 folders marks
● S: 3-5 folder marks
● N: 6-9
● U: 10+
● Folder marks: for severe behavior only

○ Chronic, recurring, disruptive behavior 



Behavior
Just as students learn math and reading at their own pace, 
the same applies to behavior. Because of this, I do not use 
clip charts, class dojo, or any other form of classroom 
management system that focuses on extrinsic rewards for 
students. My goal is for students to have an intrinsic want 
to succeed and be able to problem solve when it comes to 
disagreements with peers. I believe in using class meetings 
and practicing conflict-resolution as this encourages 
classroom community, positive interactions between peers, 
and a feeling of self-importance about their role within the 
classroom. 
● Clip Chart Article
● Class Dojo Article
● Class Meeting Article
● Conflict Resolution Article

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/sept18/vol76/num01/Tear-Down-Your-Behavior-Chart!.aspx
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/class-dojo-app-is-already_b_8287582?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAJ-rlefCgvXxefdfs3830tWvLA1T9KW_5oUC9xIXJPx3B901bBTsTvTTfBWJ2O3cb4mTlu6YEYI6UZOspSNpbDWuNER6qeI_aRXWynjjTg47X3wdLre7n1sdiufo2BhnzdgkOUe9NqX0lzfaM2OveFJeEcJ-DR7l-zKi6915jHFk
https://www.positivediscipline.com/articles/class-meetings
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/a-conflict-resolution-protocol-for-elementary-classrooms/


Homework
● Sent home Mondays and return on Friday

○ In the daily folder
○ 15 minutes per day (if it is taking your 

child longer please contact me)
○ read 10-20 minutes nightly 
○ Reading, Math, Writing/Handwriting

● Use pencil only unless specified



Snacks
● Students may bring a healthy snack daily to school
● Water only



Cafeteria
● You may add money to your child’s 

account online.
● 1st grade students may purchase one 

“treat” a day.
● Parents may come and eat with only 

their child. It is not allowed to choose 
other friends to come eat with you.



Background Checks
● Required for:

○ Field Trip Chaperones
○ All PTA Board Members
○ All PALS
○ All Room Parents
○ Anyone that will be in the classroom 

working with students at anytime.
● Online form available at www.nisd.net
● PLEASE fill it out 3 weeks in advance as it can 

take a while to clear!

http://www.nisd.net/


Birthday Celebrations
● You may send store bought 

cupcakes/cookies to be eaten after lunch 
during our recess.

● Invitations 
○ Must include ALL students if 

distributing at school. 



Field Trips
● (TBA) 
● Parents must have a criminal 

background check if planning to 
attend as a chaperone.

● Parents may not ride on the bus.



Thank you for your support!

Together, we’ll make this a great year 
for your child!

Remember:

Leading by Example…

It’s the Husky way!


